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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 00935 
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SUBJECT: SOUTH LEBANON: POSSIBLE ARAB CALL FOR SECURITY 
COUNCIL MEETING 

1 . LEBANESE AMB TUENI TOLD AMB LEONARD LATE MARCH 15 
THAT ARAB GROUP, AFTER MEETING ALL AFTERNOON, HAD AGREED 
TO CONTINUE CONSULTATIONS IN MORNING ON QUESTION OF 
CALLING SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING. DELAY WAS TO ENABLE 
TUENI TO CONTACT BEIRUT. TUENI SAID THERE WAS GREAT 
EAGERNESS WITHIN GROUP FOR SC MEETING BUT THAT GROUP 
WOULD DEFER TO LEBANESE WISHES ON WHETHER CALL SHOULD COME 
FROM LEBANON ALONE OR WHOLE GROUP. (THIS DIFFERS SOME- 
WHAT FROM VERSION GIVEN US BY EGYPTIAN MISSION, THAT 

ARAB GROUP HAD DECIDED TO MAKE JOINT REQUEST MARCH 16 FOR 
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URGENT SC MEETING.) 

2. TUENI WAS MOST ANXIOUS TO HAVE US VIEWS ON CONVENING 
COUNCIL AND STRATEGY TO FOLLOW ONCE SC MEETS. HE SEEMED 
QUITE OPTIMISTIC THAT ARAB GROUP WOULD SUPPORT IDEA OF 
CONSTRUCTIVE RESULT, PREFERABLY CONSENSUS ACTION THAT 
COULD BE AGREED IN INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS. IN THIS 
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CONNECTION HE SAID HE HAD BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH SOVIET 
AMB TROYANOVSKY, WHOM HE FOUND RECEPTIVE TO IDEA OF 
POSITIVE ACTION ARRIVED AT THROUGH CONSULTATIONS. THEY 
DID NOT DISCUSS SPECIFICS OF ACTION, HOWEVER, AND ARAB 
GROUP IS TO ADDRESS THIS QUESTION IN MARCH 16 MEETING. 

HE SAID QUESTION OF POSSIBLE UN ROLE DID NOT COME UP IN 
ARAB MEETING, BUT NOTED THAT SYG WALDHEIM SEEMS KEEN ON 
SOME UN ROLE. 

3. FOLLOWING TELCON WITH DEPT, LEONARD CALLED TUENI TO 
INFORM HIM THAT IF LEBANON DECIDED TO CALL FOR MEETING 
US WOULD SUPPORT INSCRIPTION, PARTICULARLY IF AGENDA ITEM 
WAS WORDED IN NEUTRAL MANNER. LEONARD MADE Cl F AR US IS 
NOT REPEAT NOT URGING LEBANON TO INSCRIBE, BUT IF THAT IS 
LEBANON'S DECISION WE WILL SUPPORT IT. 

4. TUENI ASKED IF INSCRIPTION BY LEBANON ALONE WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE TO INSCRIPTION BY ENTIRE ARAB GROUP. LEONARD 
SAID THAT ALTHOUGH WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS HE THOUGHT ACTION 
BY LEBANON ALONE WAS BEST. TUENI INDICATED AGREEMENT, 
SAYING THAT HE WOULD PROBABLY THEN BE IN BETTER POSITION 
TO CONTROL AND EVEN DRAG OUT CONSULTATIONS OVER TEXT OF A 
RESOLUTION. 

5. TUENI ASKED THAT AMB PARKER CONVEY SUBSTANCE OF 
FOREGOING TO LEBANESE GOVT ASAP. HE PLANS TO CALL 
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BEIRUT ABOUT 7 AM BEIRUT TIME. YOUNG 
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